
“COMMON EFFORT 2020 Workshop – Trust-building in the Sahel” 

The Hague, 21-22 October 2020 

 

Call for Papers 

 

Dear Common Effort Community members and friends, 

 

In our latest Common Effort Newsletter you have been informed that due to the postponed of Common 
Effort 2020 to June 2021 we will organise a Common Effort Workshop on “Trust-building in the Sahel” in 
October 2020 at the CIMIC Centre of Excellence in The Hague. Unfortunately, we had to pull the 
workshop one day. Thus, it will take place on Wednesday, 21 and Thursday, 22 October 2020. Please 
accept all our apologies for this inconvenience. 

We will discuss latest political and security developments and the impact of COVID-19. Will the Sahel 
Coalition be able to strengthen security, re-establish state structures, and regain trust of the 
population? What is the impact of COVID-19 on trust-building and strengthening of local ownership, and 
how does the new EU Sahel Strategy promote trust-building and local ownership? 

Five working groups have drafted concept notes focusing on trust-building and local ownership from 
different perspectives:  

• G5 Sahel Joint Force – Police – Justice Nexus 

• Trust, Human Rights, Gender and Dialogue  

• Development and Security in fragile border areas  

• Engaging Youth for Security 

• Narrative Management 

The working groups have started cross-group activities, such as online meetings with relevant 
stakeholders in the Sahel. In the run-up to Common Effort 2021 (CE21), the working groups will 
integrate latest developments in the Sahel into their concept notes – for example the impact and side 
effects of COVID-19 in the countries. This will ensure further comprehensiveness and creation of local 
ownership from the start. 

However, during previous discussions we have discovered that a solid theoretical base on the complex 
of “trust-building” needs to be created to develop a common understanding of trust-building as a means 
to support security and stabilization efforts. Hence, we call for papers addressing the theory of trust-
building, responding to questions like “What is trust building?”, “How can trust be gained?”, “Can trust 
be build?”, “Is trust measurable, if so, how?”, “What is related to trust building?” etc. We welcome also 
contributions deriving lessons from practical experiences leading to theoretical aspects or theories. 

Since the workshop will allow both online and real participation your paper should not include huge 
data volume facilitating its distribution via mail to all participants. Simple word or pdf-documents (3-
10 pages) are much appreciated and should be sent to contact@common-effort.org by end of 
September 2020. 

Subsequently, we will distribute the papers as a read ahead package to the participants of the 
workshop. 
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